


TOWING POLICY








Purpose





	To provide adequate parking for the Housing Authority’s customers and guests through the creation of a fair and explicit policy for removing vehicles that do not abide by the Authority’s parking policies.





Policy





	The Housing Authority will display signs, not less than 17 by 22 inches in size, with lettering not less than one inch in height, in plain view at all entrances to the properties prohibiting public parking and indicating that vehicles will be removed at the owner’s expense, and containing the telephone number of the Alameda Police Department.  The sign will also indicate that a citation may also be issued for the violation.





	Where such signs are properly displayed, the Housing Authority may request the Alameda Police Department to tow vehicles from the Housing Authority property when those vehicles are in violation of the Authority’s parking policies.





	The Authority may also request the Police Department to tow vehicles on Authority property that lack an engine, transmission, wheels, tires, doors, windshield, or any other major part or equipment necessary to operate safely on the highways, provided the Housing Authority has notified the Alameda Police Department, and 24 hours have elapsed since that notification.





	At the time of removal, the Police will notify the registered and legal owner in writing (as ascertained from Department of Motor Vehicle registration records or other permissible means) that the vehicle has been removed, the grounds for the removal, and the place to where the vehicle has been removed.  If the vehicle is stored in a public garage, a copy of the notice will be given to the proprietor of the garage.  The notice will include the amount of mileage on the vehicle at the time of removal.





	If the Housing Authority does not know and is not able to determine the name of the owner or for any other reason is unable to give notice to the owner, the Housing Authority will proceed with having the vehicle towed and will provide a copy of the notice to the storage garage proprietor.  If the vehicle is not subsequently returned to the owner within 120 hours, the Housing Authority will complete a California Department of Justice (DOJ) form to that effect and will submit the completed form to the DOJ.  The form, which constitutes a report to the DOJ, will include a complete description of the vehicle, the date, time, and place from which the vehicle was removed, the amount of mileage on the vehicle at the time of removal, the grounds for removal, and the name of the garage or place where the vehicle is stored.





	The Housing Authority is not limited by this policy to use any right or remedy which it may have under other provisions of law, authorizing the removal of a vehicle parked upon Authority property.  











Authority:  California Vehicle Code Section 22658 and 22853(c)











Adopted:  March 20, 2002
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